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           GARDEN AND EXTERNAL AREAS 

ACCESS AND USE POLICY

Introduction
The Care Home has the responsibility to ensure the safety and wellbeing of residents when they are using the garden of the Care Home and any external areas, while at the same time enabling the residents to gain full enjoyment from them.

Aim

It is the aim of the Care Home to ensure barrier free access to the garden or grounds of the Care Home, and where appropriate to ensure the residents are properly supervised when using these areas. Residents have the same right of access to the garden and external areas as they do to any other communal areas. Residents will be supported and encouraged to make full use of the garden or outside facilities for social purposes and to follow their individual interests.
Any resident who requires support or assistance to make use of the garden areas will be provided with the required level of assistance. 
Risk assessments

The external facilities of the Care Home will be subject to regular health and safety checks in line with statutory requirements to make sure in so far as is reasonable that they do not contain any hazards which could result in any resident being at risk of harm or injury.


The checks include making sure that:

1. residents do not have access to areas where they might be put at risk
2. facilities such as seats and tables do not present a hazard

3. there are no hazards which could result in trips and falls
4. plants and trees do not present safety hazards as a result of growth
5. the area is attractive and comfortable, allowing full access including wheelchair access

6. there are no hazards from electrical sources and all installed lighting is working properly

7. walking surfaces, including paths, paving stones, and lawns are not hazardous.


The health and safety risk assessment will vary according to the weather and seasons and residents may require guidance, or more support and assistance dependant upon the prevailing conditions, whether hot, cold, rainy, or icy.


Residents who may be at risk when using external areas, such as residents with mobility issues or at risk of falls, will be given the appropriate staff support and use of equipment. Individual risk assessments will be recorded in the resident’s care plans and managed accordingly.

Any accidents or injuries, which occur in these external areas will be recorded. The 
cause will be investigated and analysed, and additional safety measures will be put in place if required.
Training


All new members of staff will receive training in all aspects of assessing and managing risks in line with the Care Home’s policy. Further specialised training in different areas of risk assessment and management will be provided as required by individuals’ roles and responsibilities.
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